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I just love this quote from Nelson Mandela. “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can 
use to change the world.” I hope all parents feel the same way about the importance of education. 
Sometimes when I look at attendance numbers my heart just breaks. How can we, in 2020, not val-
ue education? I believe we can all see that the world needs some changing right now. Whatever 
your politics, things are not good. Let’s create in our children the leaders we need for a better 
world. One of the best ways to do this is to promote education in each household. With the COVID 
rules that are in place right now there are times in which students need to stay home to be sure they 
are healthy. That is completely necessary. While they are at home have them read and ask them 
questions about what they are reading. Check with the teacher about what they are studying in 
math. Look online for science experiments, and study the world through educational TV and web-
sites.  
 
The 1st nine weeks will end on November 5th. Here is a review of the USD259 grading system. 
 
Grading practices will focus on students’ demonstration of their mastery of academic standards. 
This will help us better understand what students truly know and can do. Factors not based on aca-
demic learning such as extra credit, bonus points, student behavior, work ethic, and homework per-
formance will no longer be combined with academic learning to help determine grades. Student be-
havior, work ethic, and homework performance will be communicated with families through pro-
gress reports. Progress reports that communicate students’ mastery of their learning standards will 
be issued at the end of every quarter. The goal is for the students to be proficient (3) on their grade-
level standards by May. Some may meet this earlier, some may not. Either way, if the child meets 
the standard by May they are proficient (3). A 3, proficient, is the expectation.  
 
4 Advanced: Student demonstrates knowledge which exceeds grade-level standards 
 
3 Proficient:  Student demonstrates mastery on grade level standards. This is the target/goal for stu-
dent success and should be celebrated. 
 
Developing:  Student demonstrates basic understanding and is partially proficient at meeting grade-
level standards. 
 
1 Emerging:  With help, student demonstrates some understanding of foundational skills and grade-
level standards. 
 
0 Failing: Even with help, student is not successful or no evidence is shown. 
 
Thank you for all you do for your children. This is a different kind of school year and parents have 
many unique challenges.  

 


